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19th September – Pentecost 17 
(For those unable to attend, the service will be on-line this afternoon.) 

 
‘Seeing ourselves in Christ!’ 

Welcome to our second session on living the Christian life. 

Today we look at what it means to be ‘In Christ’. It is in some 
ways a funny term. In a wholistic spiritual way how can you be in 
someone? The simple answer is for you to become like them in 

every way. It is where you eat, drink, study and sleep, with them 
always at the fore of your mind. It is where you become immersed 

in them, like jumping into a pool of water. 

But in practical terms what does that look like? 

Today we discover the practical ways we can become like Christ, 
with a twist. The twist is that we don’t do it in our own strength, 

but rather in the strength of the Holy Spirit. 
Rev. Graeme 
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 Sentence:  
Whoever wants to be first must be last of all and servant of all.  Mark 9.35 

Prayer of the Day:  
 God and Father of all, 
you have taught us through your Son that the last shall be first, 
and have made a little child the measure of your kingdom: 
give us the wisdom from above, 
so that we may understand that in your sight 
the one who serves is the greatest of all. 
We ask this through our Lord Jesus Christ, 
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
one God, for ever and ever. Amen. 
 

 THE MINISTRY OF THE WORD

Old Testament Reading:  
Proverbs 31.10-31 

10 A wife of noble character who can find? She is worth far more than rubies.  
11 Her husband has full confidence in her and lacks nothing of value. 12 She 
brings him good, not harm, all the days of her life. 13 She selects wool and flax 
and works with eager hands. 14 She is like the merchant ships, bringing her food 
from afar. 15 She gets up while it is still night; she provides food for her family 
and portions for her female servants. 16 She considers a field and buys it; out of 
her earnings she plants a vineyard. 17 She sets about her work vigorously; her 
arms are strong for her tasks. 18 She sees that her trading is profitable, and her 
lamp does not go out at night. 19 In her hand she holds the distaff and grasps the 
spindle with her fingers. 20 She opens her arms to the poor and extends her 
hands to the needy. 21 When it snows, she has no fear for her household; for all 
of them are clothed in scarlet. 22 She makes coverings for her bed; she is clothed 
in fine linen and purple. 23 Her husband is respected at the city gate, where he 
takes his seat among the elders of the land. 24 She makes linen garments and 
sells them, and supplies the merchants with sashes. 25 She is clothed with 
strength and dignity; she can laugh at the days to come. 26 She speaks with 
wisdom, and faithful instruction is on her tongue. 27 She watches over the affairs 
of her household and does not eat the bread of idleness. 28 Her children arise 
and call her blessed; her husband also, and he praises her: 29 ‘Many women do 
noble things, but you surpass them all.’ 30 Charm is deceptive, and beauty is 
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fleeting; but a woman who fears the Lord is to be praised. 31 Honour her for all 
that her hands have done, and let her works bring her praise at the city gate. 

Hear the word of the Lord 
Thanks be to God.                   

Psalm 1 
1 Blessed are they who have not 
walked in the counsel of the ungodly: 
nor followed the way of sinners, nor 
taken their seat amongst the 
scornful. 
2 But their delight is in the law of the 
Lord: and on that law will they 
ponder day and night. 
3 They are like trees planted beside 
streams of water: that yield their 
fruit in due season. 

4 Their leaves also shall not wither: 
and look, whatever they do, it shall 
prosper. 
5 As for the ungodly, it is not so with 
them: they are like the chaff which 
the wind scatters. 
6 Therefore the ungodly shall not 
stand up at the judgement: nor 
sinners in the congregation of the 
righteous. 
7 For the Lord cares for the way of the 
righteous: but the way of the 
ungodly shall perish. 

 
New Testament Reading 

James 3.1-12 
1 Not many of you should become teachers, my fellow believers, because you 
know that we who teach will be judged more strictly. 2 We all stumble in many 
ways. Anyone who is never at fault in what they say is perfect, able to keep their 
whole body in check. 3 When we put bits into the mouths of horses to make them 
obey us, we can turn the whole animal. 4 Or take ships as an example. Although 
they are so large and are driven by strong winds, they are steered by a very small 
rudder wherever the pilot wants to go. 5 Likewise, the tongue is a small part of 
the body, but it makes great boasts. Consider what a great forest is set on fire by 
a small spark. 6 The tongue also is a fire, a world of evil among the parts of the 
body. It corrupts the whole body, sets the whole course of one’s life on fire, and 
is itself set on fire by hell. 7 All kinds of animals, birds, reptiles and sea creatures 
are being tamed and have been tamed by mankind, 8 but no human being can 
tame the tongue. It is a restless evil, full of deadly poison. 9 With the tongue we 
praise our Lord and Father, and with it we curse human beings, who have been 
made in God’s likeness. 10 Out of the same mouth come praise and cursing. My 
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brothers and sisters, this should not be. 11 Can both fresh water and salt water 
flow from the same spring? 12 My brothers and sisters, can a fig-tree bear olives, 
or a grapevine bear figs? Neither can a salt spring produce fresh water. 

Hear the word of the Lord, 
Thanks be to God 

Gospel Reading 
Matthew 5.1-12 

1  Now when Jesus saw the crowds, he went up on a mountainside and sat down. 
His disciples came to him, 2 and he began to teach them. He said: 3 ‘Blessed are 
the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 4 Blessed are those who 
mourn, for they will be comforted. 5 Blessed are the meek, for they will inherit 
the earth. 6 Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they 
will be filled. 7 Blessed are the merciful, for they will be shown mercy. 8 Blessed 
are the pure in heart, for they will see God. 9 Blessed are the peacemakers, for 
they will be called children of God. 10 Blessed are those who are persecuted 
because of righteousness, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 11 ‘Blessed are you 
when people insult you, persecute you and falsely say all kinds of evil against you 
because of me. 12 Rejoice and be glad, because great is your reward in heaven, 
for in the same way they persecuted the prophets who were before you. 

For the Gospel of the Lord, 
Praise to you Lord Jesus Christ. 
 

Kaye’s Fashions - Cancelled 
Instead the ‘Guild’ will meet at 1:30pm on the 21st September at the Inverloch 

Church, for a cuppa. 
All are welcome – Come and discover what a 

modern guild does.  
 
 

Interested in being a Personal Support Worker during Disasters? 
Training is available at Mirboo Nth on September 25th. 

For details and registration visit www.vccem.org.au or phone 94128481  

Operation Christmas Child Boxes are now available. 
Please ring Tonya or the office and we will deliver them to your 

door step. 
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On This Day:  Theodore of Tarsus Acceptable to All 
Theodore of Tarsus was not anyone's first choice for the post of 
Archbishop of Canterbury. As it proved, however, he was a good 
alternate. 
When Deusdedit, the fifth Archbishop of Canterbury, died, Wighard, a 
priest recommended by King Oswald of Northumbria, proceeded to 

Rome to be consecrated for the vacant position. He died of plague before he could 
receive consecration. The pope decided to appoint his own man. In a monastery near 
Naples, there was an African-born abbot named Adrian who understood church 
discipline, classical languages and was well-read in the Bible. 
Pope Vitalian ordered Adrian to become the Archbishop of Britain. But Adrian replied 
that he was unworthy of such an honour. He proposed a monk named Andrew instead. 
It turned out that Andrew had all of the qualifications except one: health. He was too 
ill to go. The pope told Adrian to begin packing. Again Adrian resisted; he pleaded for 
time to find someone else. 
This time Adrian turned up a healthy, well-trained, sixty-six year old monk named 
Theodore. Pope Vitalian agreed that Theodore might have the job. However, Adrian 
must accompany Theodore to England. 
The pope had several reasons for imposing this condition. First, Adrian had already 
traveled through France twice. His knowledge would be of help to Theodore. Second, 
Adrian would be able to take with him some of his abbey's monks as assistants. Third, 
Adrian could keep an eye on Theodore to make sure he did not introduce errors 
among the English. 
Avoiding errors was especially important. England had long been divided 
between Christians of the Celtic tradition and those who accepted Roman forms. Only 
recently, at the synod of Whitby, had the whole island adopted the Roman tradition. 
Resentment still ran high. Theodore could have complicated matters by introducing 
yet a third tradition, for he was from Tarsus in the Roman Empire's Eastern province, 
Celicia. 
On arrival in England, the two made a circuit of the entire nation. Theodore was well 
received everywhere he went; he ordained bishops and corrected abuses. Under his 
administration, local councils were held. Saxon historian Bede said Theodore was the 
"first archbishop whom all the English church obeyed." Together Theodore and Adrian 
taught Roman forms and the proper dating of Easter; and Adrian schooled the English 
in mathematics, astronomy, Latin and the Bible. 
Bede considered those the happiest days of England. Theodore of Tarsus was 
archbishop for twenty-one years and left a united church. He is commemorated in 
the Anglican church on this day, September 19, each year.  

Dan Graves 
www.christianity.com/church/church-history/timeline/601-900/theodore-of-tarsus 
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Intercessory Prayers: 
Please pray with us for:  
Diocese:     
The Bishop:    Bishop Richard & Leanne 

123 Cafe:     Julie Lanham (manager), Rich 

Children/Youth Workers & Volunteers 

Safe Ministry Authority: Chair - Val Jones 

Locum Tenant – Trafalgar:   Anne & Lance Perryman 
Please give Anne wisdom as she leads the parish through this transitional period 
and keep them safe in their travelling 

Missions                          Gippsland Home Mission Fund  

Diocese of Perth         Archbishop: Kay Goldsworthy, Jeri 
         Bishops: Jeremy James, Kate Wilmot 

Special Focus        All in Rural Industry, Primary Producers, Farmers' Organisations   
                                 Young Farmers' Groups, For seasonal weather 

For those in need: 
Please strengthen us to be your witnesses in these troubled times. 

 

Please comfort and heal all those suffering in Spirit, Soul or body, especially 
those affected by the COVID 19 virus.  

Please bring healing and strength to those we have been asked to pray for:  
Amy Davis, Chris Peters, James, Murray, Doug, Ron Lawson, Jefter, Beth & 
family, Simone, Mark, Marie Wilson, Cecily, Robin, Barb Bickley, Trish, Ross 
Smith, Tania, Wayne, Russell, Hayley, Barbara Manns, Mary Anderson, 
Meredith, Richard B, Mary B, Lee, Paul Butterfield, Mercy, Dr Paul,  
Br Daniel SSF, Barry L., Les C., Alasdair, Bev, Stuart, Vladimir & Erika. 

 
We give thanks for the faithful departed: Lyle Hawkins, Ken Day, & Hank 
Zuidema. 
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INFORMATION 

Rosters 26th September 2021, 18th Sunday after Pentecost – Morning Prayer 

Activity St George’s Church of the Ascension 

Bible Reader Joy Thompson Ross Smith 

Sides Person Geoff Boer Ted & Ray 

Prayers Robert Mesley Ray Smith 

Service Leader Jenny Rivers Val Jones 

H.C. Assistant - - 

Musician Tonya Hackett Sue Lester/ Elise Watkins 

Children’s Min’ Susan Liersch Susan Liersch 

If you are unable to fulfil your roster position would you please organise for 
someone else to take your place. 

Notices: 
Bible Discovery Groups: (Check with group leaders for details) 

Beischer’s – Wednesdays 7:30pm at St George’s Hall – (Continue to meet through holidays) 

Davies’ – Thursdays 1:30pm – St George’s Hall - (Continue to meet through holidays) 

Liersch’s – Tuesday 4pm – St George’s Hall. (Continue to meet through holidays) 

Boer’s – 0431440073 – Contact Geoff or Jennifer for details 

Alycia/Tonya – Phone 048100068 – Phone Alycia or Tonya for details.  

Diocesan Vision 3 Key Mottos! 
1. Committed in Christ, 2. Connecting in Service & 3. Creative in Spirit. 

 
Rosters 

We continue to look for volunteers for our OP Shop Roster. 

Rosters include the front counter and/or work out the back sorting and pricing. 
Talk with Ray Smith if you are able to help. 

 

Tues 21st Sept              10am  Inverloch - Holy Communion – Rev. Liam. St Matthews Day 
1:30pm Inverloch – Guild - Meet at the church for a cuppa 

Wed 22nd Sept 10am  Wonthaggi - Holy Communion  - Rev. John 
Readings Sunday 
26th Sept 

Esther 7:1-6, 9-10, 9:20-22              Psalm 124              
Romans 7.4-25                                 Mark 9.38-50 
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Ministry Staff 
Bishop: Rt. Rev. Dr. Richard Treloar, Sale 51442044 
Rector: Rev. Capt. Graeme Liersch  0417513390  (Monday-Day Off)  

graemel@basscoastanglican.org.au  
Ministry Team: 
Youth & Young Families Minister: Rev. Susan Liersch 0427099391  
Parish Council + 
Retired Clergy: 
Rev’s Anne Perryman 0438345349 (Locum - Trafalgar), John Davies 5672 4710, 
Greg Jones 0402437329, Liam Matthews 0411339344, Amy Turner 0412727711  
Lay Readers: Val Jones 0437744746, Sue Lester 0418529662 
Rector’s Wardens: Alan Price 5674 5554, Ray Smith 56741373 
People’s Wardens: David Beischer 0408629494, Lance Perryman 0408748019 
        Liz Watkins 0404379005, Wendy McBurnie 0407574484  
Parish Office: PO Box 201, Wonthaggi 3995 (03) 5672 4590  
Parish Op Shop: 114 Cashin St, Inverloch 0438 248 397 
Prayer requests for prayer chain:  Jenny Rivers 0417287355 
Parish E-mail:  admin@basscoastanglican.org.au 
Parish Website: http//: www.basscoastanglican.org.au 
 
Direct Debt: Would you please, if you haven’t already, consider giving to the 
ministry through setting up a direct debit from your account. Thank you! 

Our Bank Details: Anglican Parish of Wonthaggi & Inverloch 

BSB: 083-975  Acc No: 51 612 6552 

Thank you to all who have already setup this means to support the Parish! 

---------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
With the recent developments and bombings that have taken place in 

Afganistan, please pray for all Afghans and the safety of all Christians 
and minority groups who are at high risk of being sentenced to death 

for their belief.  

Please pray for our Defence personel, both past and present, as they deal 
with these tragic events. 
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COVID RULES FOR THIS WEEK Re: Ministry 

Regional Victoria is now *Open* with Restrictions 
1. Church Worship 

a. Allowed with a limit of 20 plus those conducting the service. 
Bookings are Essential: Ring Wardens Ray Smith (Inverloch) or 
Alan Price (Wonthaggi) to book your seat. 

b. Funerals are limited to 20 people. 
c. Weddings are limited to 20 people. 

 
2. Bible Discovery Groups can now meet in person: 

a. Up to 10 in the church hall is permitted. 
b. No home gatherings/meetings. 
c. Other options are to meet via Zoom, Skype, or other 

multimedia. 
Contact your leader for details. 

3. Private gatherings in homes: Are not allowed! 
4. Op-Shop – Open with 1 in 4 mtr Sq Rule. 

 
ROAD WORKS! 

There will be road works on Baillieu street from now through to December with 
closures occurring throughout this time. Please be observant and where necessary 

use alternate routes to access the church. 
The Eastern end of Baillieu st will be closed throughout this coming week. 

Bass Coast Shire Community Vision 2041 
Have your say – See Poster on notice board for more details. 

Church Services over the next 3 months: 
Over the next 3 months we will have a preaching series on ‘Christian 

Living’ followed by a series on the Book of Amos. 
Communion Services will take place on the 1st & 3rd Sunday’s of the 
month with Morning Prayer or Prayer, Praise & Proclamation on the 

other Sundays. 
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A Prayer for Afghan Christians! 

Dear Lord Jesus, we come before you with heavy hearts for our brothers 
and sisters in Afghanistan. Please protect them from harm and persecution 
during these unsettling fluid times in their country. Please give them 
wisdom to know who to talk with and what to do; whether to stay or 
whether to flee, when to stay or when to flee. Give safe passage to those 
who choose to flee and please provide for their immediate needs as they 
reach safety.  Please provide them with safe Christian fellowship and help 
them to know that they are part of the global body of Christ. Above all, we 
ask that you will lead Muslims to come to faith in you and that you will 
show them that you do not oppress but instead gave your life for them. 
Please give wisdom to frontline Christians who seek to work among the 
Afgahn’s and please make it possible for them to work under a Taliban 
controlled country. 

 
FOR YOUR NOTES! 

 
 


