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29th August – Pentecost 14 

 

Mission, what is it about? 

Today we learn a bit more about Christian Mission, why we do it and 
where we do it. 

Andrew Gifford of CMS Victoria, who is unable to be with us in person 
due to COVID 19, has kindly produced an on-line talk for us to listen 

to and digest. 

Please take the time to digest his words and to pray for those who live 
in dangerous places, such as Afghanistan, for the sake of the Gospel. 

It is true that people find Jesus Christ offensive! Why is this so? It is 
because He calls people to account and shows up their sinful ways. 

Some places in the world have outlawed the preaching of the Gospel of 
Christ because they are scared they will lose their power over others. 
This has been a long held fear of those who do not know Christ Jesus. 
Missionaries bravely go to places like this and other places in the world 

to be witnesses for Christ. We give thanks to God for them. 

Rev. Graeme 
 

There will be a Zoom Chat with Andrew Gifford at 11am Sunday 29th, after our service time.  
To join, please contact Graeme for the link. 
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 Sentence:  
Every generous act of giving, with every perfect gift, is from above, coming down 
from the Father of lights, with whom there is no variation or shadow due to 
change.           James 1.17 

Prayer of the Day:  
Cleanse our consciences, O Lord, 
and enlighten our hearts 
through the daily presence of your Son Jesus Christ, 
that when he comes in glory to be our judge 
we may be found undefiled and acceptable in his sight; 
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and for ever. Amen. 

                                      THE MINISTRY OF THE WORD

Old Testament Reading:  
Song of Songs 2.8-13 

8 Listen! My beloved! Look! Here he comes, leaping across the mountains, 
bounding over the hills. 9 My beloved is like a gazelle or a young stag. Look! 
There he stands behind our wall, gazing through the windows, peering through 
the lattice. 10 My beloved spoke and said to me, ‘Arise, my darling, my beautiful 
one, come with me. 11 See! The winter is past; the rains are over and 
gone. 12 Flowers appear on the earth; the season of singing has come, the 
cooing of doves is heard in our land. 13 The fig-tree forms its early fruit; the 
blossoming vines spread their fragrance. Arise, come, my darling; my beautiful 
one, come with me.’ 

Hear the word of the Lord 
Thanks be to God.                   

Psalm  96
1 O sing to the Lord a new song: 
   sing to the Lord, all the earth. 
2 Sing to the Lord and bless his holy 

name: proclaim the good news of 
his salvation from day to day. 

3 Declare his glory among the nations: 
and his wonders among all peoples. 

4 For great is the Lord, and greatly to 
be praised: he is more to be feared 
than all gods. 

5 As for all the gods of the nations, 
they are mere idols: it is the Lord 
who made the heavens. 

6 Majesty and glory are before him: 
 beauty and power are in his            
sanctuary. 
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7 Render to the Lord, you families of 
the nations: render to the Lord glory 
and might. 

8 Render to the Lord the honour due 
to his name: bring offerings and 
come into his courts. 

9 O worship the Lord in the beauty of 
his holiness: let the whole earth 
stand in awe of him. 

10 Say among the nations that the Lord 
is king: he has made the world so 
firm that it can never be moved; 
and he shall judge the peoples with 
equity. 

11 Let the heavens rejoice and let the 
earth be glad: let the sea roar, and 
all that fills it: 

12 Let the fields rejoice, and 
everything in them: then shall all 
the trees of the wood shout with 
joy before the Lord; 

13 For he comes, he comes to judge 
the earth: he shall judge the world 
with righteousness, and the 
peoples with his truth. 

 
 

 
New Testament Reading 

James 1.17-27 
17 Every good and perfect gift is from above, coming down from the Father of the 
heavenly lights, who does not change like shifting shadows. 18 He chose to give us 
birth through the word of truth, that we might be a kind of firstfruits of all he 
created. 19 My dear brothers and sisters, take note of this: everyone should be 
quick to listen, slow to speak and slow to become angry, 20 because human anger 
does not produce the righteousness that God desires. 21 Therefore, get rid of all 
moral filth and the evil that is so prevalent, and humbly accept the word planted 
in you, which can save you. 22 Do not merely listen to the word, and so deceive 
yourselves. Do what it says. 23 Anyone who listens to the word but does not do 
what it says is like someone who looks at his face in a mirror 24 and, after looking 
at himself, goes away and immediately forgets what he looks like. 25 But whoever 
looks intently into the perfect law that gives freedom and continues in it – not 
forgetting what they have heard but doing it – they will be blessed in what they 
do. 26 Those who consider themselves religious and yet do not keep a tight rein 
on their tongues deceive themselves, and their religion is worthless. 27 Religion 
that God our Father accepts as pure and faultless is this: to look after orphans 
and widows in their distress and to keep oneself from being polluted by the 
world. 

Hear the word of the Lord, 
Thanks be to God 
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Gospel Reading 
Mark 7.1-8, 14-23 

1 The Pharisees and some of the teachers of the law who had come from 
Jerusalem gathered round Jesus 2 and saw some of his disciples eating food with 
hands that were defiled, that is, unwashed. 3 (The Pharisees and all the Jews do 
not eat unless they give their hands a ceremonial washing, holding to the 
tradition of the elders. 4 When they come from the market-place they do not eat 
unless they wash. And they observe many other traditions, such as the washing 
of cups, pitchers and kettles.) 5 So the Pharisees and teachers of the law asked 
Jesus, ‘Why don’t your disciples live according to the tradition of the elders 
instead of eating their food with defiled hands?’ 6 He replied, ‘Isaiah was right 
when he prophesied about you hypocrites; as it is written: ‘“These people honour 
me with their lips, but their hearts are far from me. 7 They worship me in vain; 
their teachings are merely human rules.” 8 You have let go of the commands of 
God and are holding on to human traditions.’ 14 Again Jesus called the crowd to 
him and said, ‘Listen to me, everyone, and understand this. 15 Nothing outside a 
person can defile them by going into them. Rather, it is what comes out of a 
person that defiles them.’ [ 16 ] 17 After he had left the crowd and entered the 
house, his disciples asked him about this parable. 18 ‘Are you so dull?’ he asked. 
‘Don’t you see that nothing that enters a person from the outside can defile 
them? 19 For it doesn’t go into their heart but into their stomach, and then out of 
the body.’ (In saying this, Jesus declared all foods clean.) 20 He went on: ‘What 
comes out of a person is what defiles them. 21 For it is from within, out of a 
person’s heart, that evil thoughts come – sexual immorality, theft, murder,  
22 adultery, greed, malice, deceit, lewdness, envy, slander, arrogance and 
folly. 23 All these evils come from inside and defile a person.’ 

For the Gospel of the Lord, 
Praise to you Lord Jesus Christ. 

Mission Boxes 
 Due to the lockdown drop off time for Mission boxes has been extended. 

Kaye’s Fashions 
We’re going to attempt another fashion show at Inverloch on the 21st September 

beginning at 1pm.  
Watch the Web site www.basscoastanglican.org.au  for details. 

MAF Father’s Day Appeal 
Please consider taking one of their ‘Fuel Can Money Boxes’ to raise funds to buy a 

Jerry can of Aviation fuel for one of their planes, 
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 THE GOSPEL  
How lovely on the mountains are the feet of him who brings good 
news, who announces peace and brings good news of happiness, 
who announces salvation, and says to Zion, “Your God reigns!” 
Listen! Your watchmen lift up their voices, they shout joyfully 
together; for they will see with their own eyes when the LORD 
restores Zion (Isaiah 52:7-8).  

Various sections of the New Testament were written by Jews living in the Roman 
Empire sometime in the first century of the Common Era. One of the most 
important New Testament concepts is εὐαγγέλιον (pronounced: euangelion) usually 
translated in English as “the Gospel”. While the word Gospel has a positive 
connotation in the minds of modern Jesus Christ followers, most connect it to the 
life of the Messiah. Yet the Greek word is a translation of Hebrew and this double 
translation obscures its original meaning. This Greek word for “gospel” (εὐαγγέλιον; 
euangelion) consists of two words: “good” and “news.” To proclaim the Gospel 
literally means to announce to someone that something good has taken place. In 
Hebrew, the phrase to proclaim good news is one word - לבשר (pronounced: 
levaser). The word for flesh in Hebrew is בשר (basar) and it is possible that לבשר  
(levaser) means “to declare something to people (flesh)”. This means that the New 
Testament idea of the gospel in its original Hebrew framework safeguards us from 
alienating the “news of good” or “the gospel” to only the spiritual realm. In ancient 
times when the armies of Israel faced would be conquerors, a “messenger” מבשר 
(pronounced: mevaser) much like a modern-day embedded journalist would stand 
ready to bring home news of defeat or victory. Israel’s victories announced that 
their God came through for his people and was powerful to save them. The armies 
under the protection of other gods were no match for him. Hence, when we hear 
Jesus and Paul proclaim “the Gospel”, we must imagine them as the messengers 
reporting the victorious reign of Israel’s God. Jesus’ resurrection signals God’s 
triumph over all the enemies of Israel and that is indeed, the news of good (or the 
good news).  
PRAYER: Mighty King, ruler of all, and master of our very lives, we fall in the 
presence of your strength. We rejoice in the news that the time is coming when all 
wrongs will be made right, when all injustices will be eliminated, and you, Lord, our 
King, will reign from your throne in Jerusalem, the city of your glory. Until that day, 
Oh, God, show us how we can be the messengers of the good news we have heard. 
Show us how we can spread the news of your reign to the ends of the earth. How 
blessed are those among us who perceive the seasons when you are near! May we 
all find the joyful sound we can make to make your creation ready to receive the 
blessing of good news. 
(Taken from: 40 Days of Hebrew Devotion by Dr Eli Lizorkin-Eyzenberg with Pinchas Shir & Jaimee Purcell) 
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Intercessory Prayers: 
Please pray with us for:  
Diocese:     
The Bishop:                   Bishop Richard & Leanne 

Parish of Wonthaggi / Inverloch        Graeme Liersch & Susan 

Locum Tenant – Trafalgar:         
Anne & Lance Perryman – Please give Anne wisdom as she leads the parish 
through this transitional period and keep them safe in their travelling. 

Defence Force Chaplaincy                Bishop Grant Dibden 
Special Focus:                        Widows, widowers and orphans, Single Parents, 
                                         Community Service Groups,  
  Community Health Centres, 

Pensioners and Pensioner Organisations 
For those in need: 
Dear God, we give thanks for the coronavirus vaccines and ask that they be 
speedily distributed across the World. We ask that the latest outbreaks in 
N.S.W., QLD, ACT & Victoria be brought under control and that people will 
again be free to travel nationally. Please help those Regional areas in Victoria, 
& N.S.W. that are severly affectd by the virus. Please stop further spread and 
death from the virus.  

Please strengthen us to be your witnesses in these troubled times. 

Please comfort and heal all those suffering in body, mind or spirit, especially 
those affected by the COVID 19 virus.  

Please bring healing and strength to those we have been asked to pray for:  
Amy Davis, Chris Peters, James, Murray, Doug, Ron Lawson, Jefter, Beth & 
family, Simone, Mark, Marie Wilson, Cecily, Robin, Barb Bickley, Trish, Ross 
Smith, Tania, Wayne, Russell, Hayley, Barbara Manns, Mary Anderson, 
Meredith, Richard B, Mary B, Lee, Paul Butterfield, Mercy,  
Dr Paul, Br Daniel SSF, Barry L., Les C., Alasdair & Bev. 

We give thanks for the faithful departed: Ernie Sigley, Lyle Hawkins. 

Interested in being a Personal Support Worker during Disaster? 
Training is available at Mirboo Nth on September 25th. 

For details and registration visit www.vccem.org.au or phone 
94128481   
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INFORMATION 

Rosters 5th September 2021, 15th Sunday after Pentecost – Holy Communion 

Activity St George’s Church of the Ascension 

Bible Reader Ron Osborne Bob Delahoy 

Sides Person Alan Price Ted & Ray 

Prayers                 Jennifer Boer Marcia Smith 

Service Leader Jenny Rivers Rev. Susan 

H.C. Assistant Geoff Boer Rev. Susan 

Musician Jan Kershaw Ian McBurnie/ Elise Watkins 

Children’s Min’ Jill Price Liz Watkins 

If you are unable to fulfil your roster position would you please organise for 
someone else to take your place. 

Notices: 
Bible Discovery Groups: (Check with group leaders for details) 

Beischer’s – Wednesdays 7:30pm or via Zoom 

Davies’ – Thursdays 1:30pm – In recess while in lockdown 

Liersch’s – Tuesday 6pm – Resuming Tues 7th September, possibly Via Zoom.  

Boer’s – 0431440073 – Contact Geoff or Jennifer for details 

Alycia/Tonya – Phone 048100068 for details during Lockdown.  

Diocesan Vision 3 Key Mottos! 
1. Committed in Christ, 2. Connecting in Service & 3. Creative in Spirit. 

 
Rosters 

We are looking for volunteers for our OP Shop Roster & the Food Recovery Roster. 

Op Shop – To man the front counter and/or work out the back sorting and pricing. 
Talk with Ray Smith if you are able to help. 

Food Recovery – We need people to help pick up the food and to sort Wednesday 
& Fridays. Training is provided.  

Speak with Rev. Graeme if you are able to help. 

Tues 31st Aug              10am  Inverloch - Holy Communion – Cancelled – Due Lockdown 
Wed 1st Sept 10am  Wonthaggi - Holy Communion  - Cancelled - Lockdown 
Readings Sunday 
5th Sept 

Proverbs 22.1-2, 8-9, 22-23                  Psalm 125              
James 2.1-10, 14-17                              Mark 7.24-37 
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Ministry Staff 
Bishop: Rt. Rev. Dr. Richard Treloar, Sale 51442044 
Rector: Rev. Capt. Graeme Liersch  0417513390  (Monday-Day Off)  

graemel@basscoastanglican.org.au  
Ministry Team: 
Youth & Young Families Minister: Rev. Susan Liersch 0427099391  
Parish Council + 
Retired Clergy: 
Rev’s Anne Perryman 0438345349 (Locum - Trafalgar), John Davies 5672 4710, 
Greg Jones 0402437329, Liam Matthews 0411339344, Amy Turner 0412727711  
Lay Readers: Val Jones 0437744746, Sue Lester 0418529662 
Rector’s Wardens: Alan Price 5674 5554, Ray Smith 56741373 
People’s Wardens: David Beischer 0408629494, Lance Perryman 0408748019 
        Liz Watkins 0404379005, Wendy McBurnie 0407574484  
Parish Office: PO Box 201, Wonthaggi 3995 (03) 5672 4590  
Parish Op Shop: 114 Cashin St, Inverloch 0438 248 397 
Prayer requests for prayer chain:  Jenny Rivers 0417287355 
Parish E-mail:  admin@basscoastanglican.org.au 
Parish Website: http//: www.basscoastanglican.org.au 
 
Direct Debt: As we are again in Lockdown, would you please, if you haven’t 
already, consider giving to the ministry through setting up a direct debit from 
your account. Thank you! 

Our Bank Details: Anglican Parish of Wonthaggi & Inverloch 

BSB: 083-975  Acc No: 51 612 6552 

Thank you to all who have already setup this means to support the Parish! 

---------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
With the recent developments and bombings that have taken 
place in Afganistan, please pray for all Afghans and the safety 

of all Christians and minority groups who are at high risk of 
being sentenced to death for their belief.  

Please pray for our Defence personel, both past and present, as 
they deal with these tragic events. 
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COVID RULES FOR THIS WEEK Re: Ministry 
1. Church Worship 

Church Services are off again: 
a. There are to be no church worship services in person. 
b. Funerals are limited to 10 people. 
c. All Weddings are cancelled. 

 
3. Bible Studies cannot meet in person: 

a. No home gatherings/meetings. 
b. Meetings via Zoom, Skype, or other multimedia is permitted. 

Contact your leader for details. 

4. Private gatherings in homes: Are not allowed! 
 

5. Op-Shop – Closed during the lock down 
 

Upcoming Wedding! 
Please pray for Emily and Bill as their wedding set for last Saturday  at The Church 

of the Ascension has had to be postponed due to the lock down. 

 
ROAD WORKS! 

There will be road works on Baillieu street from now through to December with 
closures occurring throughout this time. Please be observant and where necessary 

use alternate routes to access the church. 

 
Bass Coast Shire Community Vision 2041 

Have your say – See Poster on notice board for more details. 

 
Quiet Afternoon of Prayer Today – Sunday 29th – 2-4pm 

The Dean of the Cathedral – Susanna Pain is offering this event via Zoom. 
RSVP: susannapain63@gmail.com 

Zoom Link: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82822531817 

  



10 
 

A Prayer for Afghan Christians! 
Dear Lord Jesus, we come before you with heavy hearts for our brothers 
and sisters in Afghanistan. Please protect them from harm and persecution 
during these unsettling fluid times in their country. Please give them 
wisdom to know who to talk with and what to do; whether to stay or 
whether to flee, when to stay or when to flee. Give safe passage to those 
who choose to flee and please provide for their immediate needs as they 
reach safety.  Please provide them with safe Christian fellowship and help 
them to know that they are part of the global body of Christ. Above all, we 
ask that you will lead Muslims to come to faith in you and that you will 
show them that you do not oppress but instead gave your life for them. 
Please give wisdom to frontline Christians who seek to work among the 
Afgahn’s and please make it possible for them to work under a Taliban 
controlled country. 

 

FOR YOUR NOTES! 

 
 


