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8th August – Pentecost 11 
WE’RE IN LOCKDOWN AGAIN! 

 

Who Me? Yes you! 

You were chosen from the beginning of the World to be a child of Jesus 
Christ! This is a challenging thought! 

Why me and not someone else? All I can say is that I am glad He chose me. 
I like the idea of eternal life where there is no fear or anger, no hunger or 

thirst, where people live together in harmorny. It sounds kinder like, 
‘HEAVEN’. In fact, that is exactly what it is, HEAVEN! 

Today we look at the dichotomy of ‘Election’ Verses ‘Free Will’ 

Jesus gets the ball rolling by saying: ‘No one can come to me unless the 
Father who sent me draws them, and I will raise them up at the last day.  

What does this mean for you and me and what does it mean for those He 
does not draw to Himself? 

Such an idea flies in the face of Western Society’s understanding of 
justice. But be encouraged, if you are concerned about this then you are 

being drawn to God. Don’t neglect his call. Repsond in the affirmative. 
Rev. Graeme Liersch 
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Sentence:  
Be imitators of God, as beloved children, and live in love, as Christ loved us and 
gave himself up for us.                                                                 Ephesians 5.1–2 

Prayer of the Day:  
Grant, O Lord, 
that we may see in you the fulfilment of all our need, 
and may turn from every false satisfaction 
to feed on the true and living bread 
that you have given us in Jesus Christ; 
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and for ever. Amen. 

                                      THE MINISTRY OF THE WORD
Old Testament Reading:   

2 Samuel 18.5-9, 14, 31-33. 
5 The king commanded Joab, Abishai and Ittai, ‘Be gentle with the young man 
Absalom for my sake.’ And all the troops heard the king giving orders concerning 
Absalom to each of the commanders. 6 David’s army marched out of the city to 
fight Israel, and the battle took place in the forest of Ephraim. 7 There Israel’s 
troops were routed by David’s men, and the casualties that day were great – 
twenty thousand men. 8 The battle spread out over the whole countryside, and 
the forest swallowed up more men that day than the sword. 9 Now Absalom 
happened to meet David’s men. He was riding his mule, and as the mule went 
under the thick branches of a large oak, Absalom’s hair got caught in the tree. He 
was left hanging in mid-air, while the mule he was riding kept on going.  
14 Joab said, ‘I am not going to wait like this for you.’ So he took three javelins in 
his hand and plunged them into Absalom’s heart while Absalom was still alive in 
the oak tree.  
31 Then the Cushite arrived and said, ‘My lord the king, hear the good news! The 
Lord has vindicated you today by delivering you from the hand of all who rose up 
against you.’ 32 The king asked the Cushite, ‘Is the young man Absalom safe?’ The 
Cushite replied, ‘May the enemies of my lord the king and all who rise up to harm 
you be like that young man.’ 33 The king was shaken. He went up to the room 
over the gateway and wept. As he went, he said: ‘O my son Absalom! My son, my 
son Absalom! If only I had died instead of you – O Absalom, my son, my son!’ 

Hear the word of the Lord, 
Thanks be to God.                   
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Psalm 130 
1 Out of the depths have I called to 
you, O Lord: Lord, hear my voice; 
2 O let your ears consider well: 
the voice of my supplication. 
3 If you, Lord, should note what we do 
wrong: who then, O Lord, could 
stand? 
4 But there is forgiveness with you: 
so that you shall be feared. 
5 I wait for the Lord, my soul waits for 
him: and in his word is my hope. 

6 My soul looks for the Lord: more 
than watchmen for the morning, 
more, I say, than watchmen for the 
morning. 
7 O Israel, trust in the Lord, for with 
the Lord there is mercy: 
and with him is ample redemption. 
8 He will redeem Israel: 
from the multitude of their sins. 

 
 
New Testament Reading 

Ephesians 4.25-5.2 
25 Therefore each of you must put off falsehood and speak truthfully to your 
neighbour, for we are all members of one body. 26 ‘In your anger do not sin’: do 
not let the sun go down while you are still angry, 27 and do not give the devil a 
foothold. 28 Anyone who has been stealing must steal no longer, but must work, 
doing something useful with their own hands, that they may have something to 
share with those in need. 29 Do not let any unwholesome talk come out of your 
mouths, but only what is helpful for building others up according to their needs, 
that it may benefit those who listen. 30 And do not grieve the Holy Spirit of God, 
with whom you were sealed for the day of redemption. 31 Get rid of all bitterness, 
rage and anger, brawling and slander, along with every form of malice. 32 Be kind 
and compassionate to one another, forgiving each other, just as in Christ God 
forgave you. 5:1 Follow God’s example, therefore, as dearly loved children 2 and 
live a life of love, just as Christ loved us and gave himself up for us as a fragrant 
offering and sacrifice to God. 

Hear the word of the Lord, 
Thanks be to God. 
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Gospel Reading 

John 6.35, 41-51 
35 Then Jesus declared, ‘I am the bread of life. Whoever comes to me will never 
go hungry, and whoever believes in me will never be thirsty.  
41 At this the Jews there began to grumble about him because he said, ‘I am the 
bread that came down from heaven.’ 42 They said, ‘Is this not Jesus, the son of 
Joseph, whose father and mother we know? How can he now say, “I came down 
from heaven”?’ 43 ‘Stop grumbling among yourselves,’ Jesus answered. 44 ‘No one 
can come to me unless the Father who sent me draws them, and I will raise them 
up at the last day. 45 It is written in the Prophets: “They will all be taught by God.” 
Everyone who has heard the Father and learned from him comes to me. 46 No 
one has seen the Father except the one who is from God; only he has seen the 
Father. 47 Very truly I tell you, the one who believes has eternal life. 48 I am the 
bread of life. 49 Your ancestors ate the manna in the wilderness, yet they 
died. 50 But here is the bread that comes down from heaven, which anyone may 
eat and not die. 51 I am the living bread that came down from heaven. Whoever 
eats this bread will live for ever. This bread is my flesh, which I will give for the 
life of the world.’ 

For the Gospel of the Lord, 
Praise to you Lord Jesus Christ. 

 

Combined Centre Worship Service with CMS 
10 am, 29th August @ Inverloch 

Covid permitting, we will have a light luncheon following the service. 

More details as they come to hand. 

See the Parish Website: www.basscoastanglican.org.au to register your intentions. 

 

Service Rosters 
We are again looking for volunteers to help with our church services. Over the 
next few weeks Alan and Ray will be approaching people to contribute. Please 

consider your availability and how you can contribute. 
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Why God Made Rhythm 

We’ve all experienced the frustration of being jarred by a mis beat or 
change of key or tune during worship. Thankfully, the Lord cares about 
the motives of our hearts more than the perfection of our music-making. 
But when the beat is consistent the rhythm woos us. It provides 
scaffolding for our time with the Lord. When the beat is steady, a song 
sounds so natural we don’t even really notice. But when the rhythm is 
off, it’s impossible not to. Why? 
Because we’re wired for patterns.  

In fact, all of creation contains God’s rhythms – the rise and fall of the 
tide, the steady beat of the human heart, the darkening skies at the end 
of each day. Rise. Fall. Breathe in. Breathe out. 

Rhythm helps us to set expectations. Rhythm helps us to join the dance. 
Rhythm helps us to enter rest. 

Just as the rhythm of the heart pumps blood through our veins, the 
rhythm of the God of grace brings life to our spirit. 

But the hum of our busy lives’ silences God’s beat sometimes, doesn’t it? 
We can race through life at such a dizzying pace that we forget to enter 
into the heart of worship. Even when our life is not busy with activity, 
our restless minds race on without pause. 

God knows this about us. And instead of pointing an accusing finger – 
“how dare you ruin my music?” – He lovingly calls us into spiritual 
disciplines. Disciplines such as daily reading of scriptures, praying 
continually, taking time to wonder at God’s creation, living as Christ calls 
us and sharing His life with those around us can help us manage the 
chaos, uncertainty, and lack of normal structures and schedules that 
COVID 19 has created in our lives. This week allow yourself to connect 
with God’s rhythm and respond to His call into spiritual disciplines. It is in 
this space your soul will find rest.1 

 
 

Be still and know that I am God. Psalm 46:10 
  

                                                
1 (adapted from a blog by Michelle Brock | Jul 4, 2020, https://ffald-y-brenin.org/blog/) 
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Intercessory Prayers: 
Please pray with us for:  
Diocese:     
The Bishop:                 Bishop Richard, Leanne 

Parish of Corner Inlet:                       Tim Fletcher, Elizabeth 

Locum Tenant – Trafalgar: 
Anne Perryman & Lance – Please give Anne wisdom as she leads the parish 
through this transitional period and keep her & Lance safe in their traveling.  

Diocese of Brisbane                           Archbishop: Phillip Aspinall 
Bishops:    John Roundhill, Cameron Venables, Jeremy Greaves 

Special Focus               All Licensed Lay Persons, Lay Readers, Pastoral Assistants 
         Liturgical Assistants, Eucharistic Assistants 
         Other Lay ministers in the Diocese 
         Study Group Leaders, Parish Musicians 

For those in need:  
Dear God, we give thanks for the coronavirus vaccines and ask that they be 
made safe and speedily distributed across the World. Thank you for bringing 
the outbreak in Victoria under control and we ask that the outbreaks in Vic. 
N.S.W. & QLD be brought under control so that people will again be able to live 
in safety and travel freely again. Please stop further spread and death from it.  

Please strengthen us to be your witnesses in these troubled times. 

 

Please comfort and heal all those suffering in body, mind or spirit, especially 
those affected by the COVID 19 virus.  

Please bring healing and strength to those we have been asked to pray for:  
Amy Davis, Chris Peters, James, Murray, Doug, Ron Lawson, Jefter, Beth & 
family, Simone, Mark, Marie Wilson, Cecily, Robin, Barb Bickley, Trish, Ross 
Smith, Tania, Wayne, Russell, Hayley, Barbara Manns, Mary Anderson, 
Meredith, Richard B, Mary B, Lyle, Lee, Paul Butterfield, Mercy & Dr Paul. 
 
We give thanks for the faithful departed: Zoe Kidd & Bishop Arthur Jones. 
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INFORMATION 

Rosters 15th August 2021, Twelfth Sunday after Pentecost 

Activity St George’s Church of the Ascension 

Bible Reader Robert Mesley Wendy McBurnie 

Sides Person John Davies Ted & Ray 

Prayers Jenny Rivers  

Service Leader David Beischer Susan Liersch 

H.C. Assistant Janette Elder Susan Liersch 

Musician  Sue Lester 

Children’s Min’ Jill Price Liz Watkins 

If you are unable to fulfil your roster position would you please organise for 
someone else to take your place. 

Notices: 
Bible Discovery Groups: (Check with group leaders for venue details) 
Beischer’s – Wonthaggi – Wednesdays 7:30pm  
Davies’ – Thursdays 1:30pm  
Liersch’s – Tuesday 6pm – End of Study Dinner.  
Boer’s – 0431440073. Wednesday 6:30pm  
Alycia/Tonya – 12:30pm to 2pm Wednesday’s – Phone 048100068 for details.  

Diocesan Vision 3 Key Mottos! 
1. Committed in Christ, 2. Connecting in Service & 3. Creative in Spirit. 

 
Rosters 

We are looking for volunteers for our OP Shop Roster & the Food Recovery Roster. 

Op Shop – To man the front counter and/or work out the back sorting and pricing. 
Talk with Ray Smith if you are able to help. 

Food Recovery – We need people to help pick up the food and to sort Wednesday 
& Fridays. Training is provided.  

Speak with Rev. Graeme if you are able to help. 

Tues 10th Aug              10am  Inverloch - Holy Communion – Rev. Amy - Cancelled 
Wed 11th Aug 10am  Wonthaggi - Holy Communion  - Rev John - Cancelled 
Thur 12th Aug 7:30pm  Wonthaggi – Parish Council – T.B.A. 
Readings Sunday 
15th August 

1 Kings 2.10-12, 3.3-14              Psalm 111               
Ephesians 5.11-21(22-31)           John 6.51-58 



8 
 

Ministry Staff 
Bishop: Rt. Rev. Dr. Richard Treloar, Sale 51442044 
Rector: Rev. Capt. Graeme Liersch  0417513390  (Monday-Day Off)  

graemel@basscoastanglican.org.au  
Ministry Team: 
Parish Council + 
Retired Clergy: 
Rev’s Anne Perryman 0438345349 (Locum - Trafalgar), John Davies 5672 4710, 
Greg Jones 0402437329, Liam Matthews 0411339344, Amy Turner 0412727711  
Lay Readers: Val Jones 0437744746, Sue Lester 0418529662 
Rector’s Wardens: Alan Price 5674 5554, Ray Smith 56741373 
People’s Wardens: David Beischer 0408629494, Lance Perryman 0408748019 
        Liz Watkins 0404379005, Wendy McBurnie 0407574484  
Parish Office: PO Box 201, Wonthaggi 3995 (03) 5672 4590  
Parish Op Shop: 114 Cashin St, Inverloch 0438 248 397 
Prayer requests for prayer chain:  Jenny Rivers 0417287355 
Parish E-mail:  admin@basscoastanglican.org.au 
Parish Website: http//: www.basscoastanglican.org.au 
 

Direct Debt: As we are again in Lockdown, would you please, if you haven’t 
already, consider giving to the ministry through setting up a direct debit from 
your account. Thank you! 

Our Bank Details: Anglican Parish of Wonthaggi & Inverloch 

BSB: 083-975  Acc No: 51 612 6552 

Thank you to all who have already setup this means to support the Parish! 

 

DIOCESAN RETREAT 
The Anglican Diocese of Gippsland 

27-28 August 2021 
‘Apocryphal stories as unlikely good news in a time of exile’ 

Retreat Leader 
Rt Rev. Dr Richard Treloar Bishop of the Diocese of Gippsland  

See Diocesan Website for Details 
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COVID RULES FOR THIS WEEK Re: Ministry 
1. Church Worship 

a. Church Services in person are cancelleduntil further notice: 
Services will be provided on-line via our website. 
www.basscoastanglican.org.au 
 

b. Funerals are permitted with a Max number of 10 excluding 
the Minister and Funeral Director. Children under 12 are 
excluded from the Max No. 
 

c. All other services are cancelled (including weddings). 
 

d. Food Rescue remains on as an essential service. 
 

2. Bible Studies may go ahead via multimedia: 
e.g. Zoom, Skype, or other multimedia. 

Contact your leader for details. 

3. Private gatherings in homes: Are not allowed! 
 

4. Op-Shop – To remain closed until further notice.  
 

Please do pray for businesses, workers and the ill, all affected by 
this current lockdown. 

Free Community Meal  

Venue: Mitchell House 

When? Tuesday 17th August commencing at 5:30pm 

Brought to you by the Wonthaggi Neighbourhood Centre & the 
Wonthaggi/Inverloch Uniting Churches 

Phone: 5672 3731 for details or to book in. 
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FOR YOUR NOTES! 

 
 


